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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD 
The ongoing need for community college students’ skill development, so they are prepared for and successful in collegiate work, is an issue at all community colleges. Current OCCURS data on postsecondary remediation/skill development indicate that Oregon community college students skill development needs are remaining at a similar level to the 2004-05 study on Oregon students and similar to the national rate. Oregon students are status quo in the number of recent post high school age students who enroll in pre-collegiate courses. The state is also status quo in adult basic skills students who enroll in pre-collegiate courses.  The number of students who take both pre-collegiate and college level courses at the same time is also status quo.  The populations represented in the data are Oregonians who need additional assistance to succeed in post secondary education. These are the same individuals who are needed to meet the middle 40 of Oregon’s 40/40/20 goal.
In February, CCWD presented information to the Board on Oregonians who have less than a high school diploma.  In this presentation, CCWD will provide an additional look at a population of academically under-prepared Oregonians.  CCWD has updated the Postsecondary Remedial Education Study, first presented to the Board in 2004-5. This information updates the study through 2006-08. Specifically, CCWD’s presentation will address:
· Defining the population: what we know

· Defining post secondary remedial courses

· Trends in the remedial population from the 2000/04 study to 2006/08 study

·  Future directions/implications
BACKGROUND  
At the December 2004 and the February 2005 State Board of Education meetings, CCWD presented the initial Post Secondary Remediation Education Study to Board members. The presentation included baseline data from OCCURS on enrollment of recent post-high school age and adult basic skills students in community college postsecondary remedial math, reading and writing courses.
As part of their overall mission as comprehensive educational institutions, community colleges offer courses, which include English as a Second Language (ESL), Adult Basic Skills (ABS) and pre-college courses (often called postsecondary remedial education courses.) These courses are offered to students whose entry level skills indicate they are not sufficiently prepared for college-level classes. Pre-college level courses are in reading, writing, math, and study skills..  
The Oregon data included in this document are based on the following definitions from the first study of Post Secondary Remediation (PSR):

Math—all PSR math classes and all PT Prep math courses numbered less than 70

Writing—all PSR writing classes and all PT Prep writing courses numbered less than 100

Reading—all PSR reading classes and all PT Prep reading courses numbered less than 90
Key factors related to analysis:  
· Impact of this population with less than post secondary skills on the attainment of the 40/40/20 goal;
· Impact of the New Oregon diploma on reducing the number of students needing post secondary remediation/skill development  coming directly from high school;
· Math skill development to a college level is 67%  of the students 18 and 19 taking the PSR classes;
· Capacity of the community colleges to provide the secondary skill development to be successful in post secondary classes. 
Policy implication:
Without significant progress in reducing the number of post secondary  students needing secondary skill development and increasing the number of these students who go on to credit post secondary education, attainment of Oregon’s goal of 4/40/20 will be in jeopardy. Additionally, these basic-skill deficient Oregonians may not have the skills needed to obtain a CRC or other credential and, hence, obtain living wage jobs.

Adult Basic Skills (ABS) and Post Secondary Remedial (PSR) Enrollment Patterns of Oregon Community Colleges Students

The original study, reflected in table one, demonstrates PSR (pre-collegiate) students represent a small part of total college enrollment in community colleges. However, of all students enrolled in postsecondary pre-collegiate courses in summer or fall 2000, nearly 90% had enrolled in at least one college-level course by spring of 2004.  Nearly 95% of recent post-high school age students enrolled during the same time period had taken a college-level course by spring 2004.  

ABS students are also a small portion of total community college enrollment, and a much smaller number of these students continue on to college-level classes.  It is not surprising the number of ABS students taking college-level courses is lower than PSR students, since the goal of many ABS students may not be post-secondary education.  

ABS and PSR Enrollment Patterns of Oregon Community Colleges Students--Summer or Fall 2000/Spring 2004

	
	Total Students
	ABS Students
	PSR Students

	
	Total Students Enrolled in Summer/ Fall 2000
	Total Students Enrolled in ABS or PSR in Summer/ Fall  2000
	Students Enrolled in ABS Courses

Summer or Fall 2000
	Of ABS Students, Total Enrolled in College-Level Courses Between Summer 2000 and Spring 2004
	Students Enrolled in PSR Courses

Summer or Fall 2000
	Of PSR Students, Total Enrolled in College-Level Courses Between Summer 2000 and Spring 2004

	
	N
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	All Students
	240,848
	50,772
	21.1%
	25,750
	10.7%
	6.099
	23.7%
	25,585
	10.6%
	22,938
	89.7%

	RPHSA*
	18,345
	7,172
	39.1%
	3,396
	18.5%
	1,163
	34.2%
	3,859
	21.0%
	3,646
	94.5%


Source:  OCCURS Data, November 2004

* Recent Post-High School Age (RPHSA):  Students who turned 18 or 19 between July 1, 2000 and June 30, 2001
The updated study on post secondary pre-collegiate enrollment patterns indicates some trend

changes, as shown below. The total number of students enrolled in pre-collegiate courses has gone

down slightly. However, the total number of students enrolling college-level courses has gone down

from 95% to 90%. Notably, the total number of ABS students enrolled in college level courses has

gone down from 23.7% to 7.5%. The arrows below show the trends from the 2000/04 data table to the

2006/08 table.

ABS and PSR Enrollment Patterns of Oregon Community Colleges Students--Summer or Fall 2006/Spring 2008

	
	Total Students
	ABS Students
	PSR Students

	
	Total Students Enrolled in Summer/ Fall 2006
	Total Students Enrolled in ABS or PSR in Summer/ Fall  2006
	Students Enrolled in ABS Courses

Summer or Fall 2006
	Of ABS Students, Total Enrolled in College-Level Courses Between Summer 2006 and Spring 2008
	Students Enrolled in PSR Courses

Summer or Fall 2006
	Of PSR Students, Total Enrolled in College-Level Courses Between Summer 2006 and Spring 2008

	
	N
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	All Students
	220,553 

(()
	52,645
	23.87% (↑)
	23,4441
	10.63
	4096
	7.5%

(()
	39,460
	13.81%

(↑)
	27,510
	90.3%

(↑)

	RPHSA*
	21,149

(↑)
	8,160
	38.5%

(()
	2,948
	13.94%

(()
	887
	30.1%

(()
	5,459
	25.81%

(↑)
	4,927
	90.3%

(()


Source:  OCCURS Data, December 2008

* Recent Post-High School Age (RPHSA):  Students who turned 18 or 19 between July 1, 2004 and June 30, 2005
